Siria, con specifico riferimento alla situazione umanitaria

Strasburgo, 13 mar. 2013

Discussione

Pino Arlacchi (S&D ). - Mr President, what is happening in Syria today is inconsistent with the
maxim that history never repeats itself. An original tragedy that occurred in Afghanistan 30
years ago is being repeated today in the shape of an even greater tragedy. | say this because
we know from reliable sources that most of the weapons sent to Syria by the United States and
its allies for the purpose of toppling the Assad regime are ending up in the hands of Islamist
extremists who are just like the Afghan Mujahideen of the 1980s.

We would be kidding ourselves if we thought that any outside player is capable of controlling
the ultimate fate of the weapons that it supplies. Arming the Syrian opposition against a brutal
but militarily-strong regime means drastically reducing the chances of a soft landing when
Assad falls. If he falls, armed opposition will not demobilise, and it is again the Afghan lesson
that should be learned. After 12 years of war and military occupation, the only solution is still the
diplomatic and political one: that is the only solution that should be pursued today.
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