Brussels, January 31, 2011

To the Hon. Nobel Peace Committe

The  Norvegian  Nobel  Institute

Henrik Ibsens gate 51 / Rådhusplassen

no-0255 Oslo

Norway

Hon President, Hon Members of the Nobel Peace Committee, 


We have the honour to submit the nomination of 


Emergency NGO, Milan (Italy)

for the Nobel Peace Prize 2011.


Emergency is an independent NGO, founded in 1994 in Italy to provide high quality and free of charge health care to the victims of war, landmines and poverty.
Emergency promotes a culture of solidarity, peace and respect for human rights and recognizes healthcare as a basic and inalienable human right.

From 1994 to the present day, Emergency teams provided medical and surgical assistance to over 4.420.000 people and have worked in 15 countries, building hospitals, Surgical Centres, Rehabilitation Centres, Pediatric Clinics, First Aid Posts, Health Care Centres, a Maternity Centre and a Centre for Cardiac Surgery. Under the request from local authorities and other organizations, Emergency has also helped to renovate building from scratch, restore and equip pre-existing health facilities, designing them to last over time and to be a permanent landmark for the community. 

In all Emergency Centres provision of high quality healthcare treatment is guaranteed to anyone in need of assistance, without any discrimination as to race, colour, sex, religion, social origin or political opinion. 

In 1994 Emergency entered the campaign against antipersonnel landmines which brought Italy to ban them. In 2001, shortly before the war against Afghanistan, Emergency appealed to Italian people asking them to demonstrate against the impending war with "a white rag for peace". In September 2002, together with other organizations, Emergency launched a huge campaign to prevent Italy from taking part in the war against Iraq. At the same time, Emergency promoted a nationwide petition campaign called "Stop the war, sign for peace" to ask for the enforcement of Article 11 of the Italian Constitution, which repudiates any act of war. The petition was submitted to Italian Parliament in June 2003.

In 2008, with some African countries, Emergency has elaborated the “Manifesto for a Human Rights Based Medicine” asking for a medicine based on equality, quality and social responsibility. On the basis of the Manifesto and recognizing the urgent need of establishing Centres of Excellence in Africa covering different medical disciplines, Emergency has developed together with the involved countries (so far: Central 

African Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda) the “African Network of Medical Excellence"(ANME) in order to provide high standards of healthcare treatment through secondary and tertiary services, and to serve as models to shape the national Health Systems and enhance their capability.

Every year around 5 millions Euros of Emergency budget goes to the program in Afghanistan, considered as one of the least developed countries in the world and that for decades has been the scene of continuous fights which left infrastructure in tatters. Since December 1999 Emergency has been present in Afghanistan and has treated over 2,774,544 people. In 1999 Emergency  built a 70-bed Surgical Centre in Anabah, a village in the Panjshir Valley, at that time controlled by Commander Massoud and his mujaheddin; in this Centre since then Emergency operated around 15,000 patients. Two years later Emergency built a 95-bed Surgical Centre in Kabul, at that time under Taliban rule, where, since 2001, more than 27,000 surgical operations have been executed and around 72,000 patients have been treated completely free of charge.

In 2003 Emergency built a 70-bed hospital in Lashkar-gah, in Helmand, a Pashtun province where specialized surgical facilities were totally lacking and where, since then, Emergency experienced staff has been operated around 13,000 patients. Always in 2003, Emergency opened a Maternity centre in Anabah to offer free of charge obstetric and gynaecological care to the women of the Panjshir Valley as well as neonatal care for the babies who are born at the Centre, 10.000 since the opening. According to HDI Maternal Mortality Rate among Afghan women is 1,600/100,000, in Emergency hospital this mortality rate is decreased to 88/100,000.

Moreover throughout the country Emergency has created a network of 28 First Aid Posts and Health Care Centres in order to guarantee the rapid treatment of patients and, if necessary, their transfer to hospital. Since 2001, Emergency has provided healthcare to some of the Afghanistan's prisons and set up a work project for women in the Panjshir Valley.
Emergency budget in the year 2009 was of  21.472.966 Euro.
All Emergency work is possible thanks to the help of 4280 volunteers and many more supporters based in Italy, UK, USA, Japan and Switzerland. 
We remain at disposal for further information and details, thanking the Hon. Committee for their attention.

With our expression of high consideration

	
	MEP Pino Arlacchi

MEP Ivo Vajgl


