Maryam Bahreman's detention in Iran

20 June 2011

According to the information received from several NGOs, the women’s rights activist Maryam
Bahreman was arrested on 11 May 2011 in Shiraz. Security force officers from the Intelligence
Ministry went to her house with a detention order. They reportedly arrested her on the charge of
‘action against national security’.

Maryam Bahreman is a social activist and a member of ‘One million signatures’.

She has been active in promoting women’s rights for several years. Her lawyer disclosed that
she has been subjected to an interrogation relating to her human rights activities and in
particular to her recent attendance at the 55th session of the UN Commission on the Status of
Women conference in New York in March of this year. The judicial procedure against her will
start only after the interrogation has finished. She is at serious risk: torture or other ill-treatment
of detainees in Iran is common, and is often used to force them to make ‘confessions', often
televised, which can be used as evidence against them in court, in violation of the prohibition of
torture and Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to
which Iran is a state party.

1. Is the Commission aware of the Bahreman case? What steps does the Commission intend
to adopt in response to these serious violations of freedom of expression and association?

2. What preventive measures will the Commission take to protect the health of Maryam
Bahreman and all human rights activists in Iran also in the light of the Declaration on Human
Rights Defenders adopted on December 9, 1998 by the United Nations General Assembly?
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