
Border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia

   Thursday, 17 February 2011 - Strasbourg

  

   Debate:

  

   Pino Arlacchi (S&D) - Mr President, the resolution on border clashes between Thailand and
Cambodia condemns the armed conflict and urges both countries to stop fighting, reduce
tensions and accept the mediation of ASEAN and the United Nations.

      

   We are dealing with a totally unjustified conflict. In 1976, as ASEAN members, Cambodia and
Thailand signed the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation, which commits them to rejecting the use
of force in relations between member states and to the peaceful settlement of interstate
disputes. The conflict is unreasonable, also, because the International Court of Justice ruled in
1962 that the Temple of Preah Vihear, close to where the fighting is occurring, belongs to
Cambodia.

  

   There are many reasons to believe that the armed clash is linked to nationalist fervour in
Thailand, steered by elements in the government which are provoking the fighting to curry
favour with hardline voters with a view to this year’s elections.

  

   [source: www.europarl.europa.eu ]
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